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To whom it may concern 

Re: Proposed additional use of the Lower Vestry, St. Thomas’ Church, Douglas as temporary 

accommodation for The Churches Bookshop. 

Further to my conversation with Paul at the Planning Department on Tuesday 6th October 2020 and his 

advice that I email a copy of our plan to ‘North Planning’, I write with an outline of our proposal. 

The Churches Bookshop (Charity Number 1162) will have to vacate their current premises at the rear 

of the Promenade Methodist Church, Douglas early in 2021. The lower vestry at St. Thomas’ Church 

has been identified as a suitable space for their needs. The use of the room would be temporary until 

such time as the bookshop can be accommodated within the main church building. This will form part 

of a major plan to refurbish and upgrade the main body of St. Thomas’ Church which we realize will 

require full planning approval. 

Entrance to the new shop would be via the small side door off St. Thomas’ Walk (See Photos 1) then 

into the small corridor (Photo 2) and into the vestry via the door (Photo 3). The vestry is currently used 

for storage (photo 4) and when cleared out will provide approximately 21.5 square metres of floor 

space. There are no plans to make any alteration to the entrance, corridor or room and all furniture 

used by the bookshop will be free standing. Use of the toilet (Photo 5) and Storage Cupboard by other 

users of the church would be maintained. 

I have attached a sketch plan of the area involved to help provide some further context. 

We hope that this temporary accommodation will be for no more than three years as we hope to 

complete the upgrading of the main body of the church within that timescale. 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact us at the address or 

telephone numbers above or via email mfaragher@manx.net or xxxxxxx 

Yours faithfully, 
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